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INTRODUCTION 



Legislative Charge 

In 1982, in response to the problem of violence and vandalism in the New Jersey schools, the 
State Legislature passed the Public School Safety Law ( N.J.S.A . 18A: 17-48). 

The Commissioner of Education shall each year submit a report to the 
Education Committees of the Senate and General Assembly detailing the 
extent of violence and vandalism in the public schools and making 
recommendations to alleviate the problem (see Appendix A) . 

Purpose of the Report 

The Commissioner’s annual report provides the Legislature with information reported by school 
districts concerning incidents of serious student misconduct grouped into the following four 
major reporting categories: violence, vandalism, weapons, and substance abuse. An analysis of 
trends yields indications of progress and of ongoing concern, and provides guidance to districts, 
other agencies, and the department as they endeavor to focus resources on areas of need. In the 
Programmatic Response section of this report, the department notifies the Legislature and the 
public of the actions taken by the State Board of Education and the Department of Education to 
address the problems evident in the data. 



FINDINGS 

The Findings section summarizes the data reported by districts over the Electronic Violence and 
Vandalism Reporting System (EVVRS). Districts are required to report incidents, as defined in 
the EVVRS, if they occur on school grounds during school hours, on a school bus, or at a school- 
sponsored event, using the Violence, Vandalism, and Substance Abuse (VV-SA) Incident Report 
Form (see Appendix B) . The reporting of this year’s findings is intended to be read in electronic 
format; the reader can link to figures that depict many of the findings described in the report. 
Paper copies of the figures may be found in Appendix C of the printed version of this document. 
More detailed findings, i.e., district and school summary data, may be accessed at 
http://www.state.ni.us/education/schools/vandv/ . 

Overall Total and Totals for Major Reporting Categories 

The total number of incidents reported by districts decreased three percent, a decline of 618 
incidents from 17,666 in 2007-08 to 17,048 in 2008-09 (see district totals in Appendix D) . The 
following changes are noted in the number of incidents reported in the four major reporting 
categories over the same period: violence declined five percent, vandalism declined three 
percent, weapons declined 15 percent, and substance abuse increased six percent. The decline in 
reported incidents of vandalism and incidents involving weapons continues a four-year trend (see 
Figure 1) . 
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